


US$24 trillion - value 

of key ocean assets

31+ million full-time jobs







Regulatory support

Maritime UK recently launched an updated 

version of the industry 

‘Code of Practice for Maritime Autonomous 

Ship Systems’.

The UK Maritime and Coastguard 

Agency supported SEA-KIT’s 22-day 

Atlantic mission with a regulatory 

waiver and load line exemption.



SEA-KIT timeline

August 2016

Request for concept from 

GEBCO-NF Alumni team

March 2017

Approval of funding 

for build

November 2017

First uncrewed

deployment & 

retrieval of AUV

March 2018

UK trials display at 

Oceanology 

International, finalist 

for XPRIZE 

announced

July 2018

Development of 

gondola for 

mounting deep-

water multibeam

November 2018

XPRIZE finals in 

Greece

May 2019

First uncrewed

commercial transit 

UK to Belgium

June 2019

Team announced 

winners of XPRIZE

July 2019

First uncrewed

commercial 

inspection of O&G 

pipeline with USV & 

AUV

September 2019

Continued R&D, 

development of 

22m USV

March 2020

Fugro partners with 

SEA-KIT to develop 

a new range of 

USVs

May 2020

DASA demo project 

with Sonardyne 

testing navigation 

systems on USV for 

MoD

September 2017

Testing with AUV in 

Norway

August 2020

First Uncrewed

Trans-Atlantic 

Survey (UTAS) 

mission in 

partnership with 

ESA

Q3 2020

COMMERCIALISATION



East-west leg can be almost 
completely mapped in two 
parallel runs of the Hugin –
SEA-KIT paired

Additional survey lines were 
planned to completely cover 
the obligatory 10 km box with 
the HiSAS data acquired by 
Hugin AUV.

SEA-KIT mapped the longest 
east-west leg with the EM 
304 deep-water echosounder 
system, running parallel to 
the Hugin AUV.





Argo deployment system



Business continuity

Uncrewed Surface Vessel

Remote operations centre

Offshore operations





The future

SEA-KIT Omega 24m USV

• Improved safety 

• Proven technology

• Long endurance

• Fully autonomous LARS

• Highly configurable

• Large payload capacity 

• Ultra-low environmental 

impact

• Multiple mission variants

• Multiple offshore payload 

variations

• 30ft cargo container platform

• Interchangeable cargo pods


